The

ST. JOHN’S

Eagle Connection
All-School Newsletter
May 21, 2020

LUTHERAN SCHOOL

“Learning and Living as
God’s Baptized Children”

Calendar
of Events
Through Fri, 5/22
Distance Learning Continues
Fri, 5/22
Chapel 8am via Facebook Live
facebook.com/STJLeagles
Mon, 5/25
No School – Memorial Day
Tues, 5/26 & Wed 5/27
Flexible Learning Days
learning activities will be sent
via email from Mrs. Haag
Wed, 5/27 & Thurs, 5/28
Drop-Off Materials per time slot
Thurs, 5/28
No School – done for the year!
Drive-In Graduation 7pm
Fri, 5/29
No School – done for the year!
Mon, 6/15
Tuition Assistance for 2020/21
Applications Due

Dear Families,
It is bittersweet that we must wrap up
our year without getting to be in the
presence of one another fully! It is a
relief for all of us that distance learning
is drawing to a close and we may catch a
glimpse of someone during the drop-off of
materials next week, but we’ll miss our closing
service, school picnic on a sunny day, good-bye hugs, and afterparties. That said, our drive-in graduation for the 8th graders
followed by a car parade behind the St. John’s bus will be
grand! Plan to join us for this celebration.
How does one sum up a year such as this? Wild ride. Madness.
Adventure. Challenging. Blessed. I’m opting for blessed. We
opened the year with a new handbook that outlined the Christcentered partnership required between students, teachers, and
parents for success at St. John’s. How could we have known that
this exact partnership would be the only means by which we could
even finish this school year! Everyone stepped up to the plate and
faced an unprecedented reality together. What God has done
through each of us in this shared experience is remarkable. My
eyes well with tears when I attempt to express my pride and my
gratitude to each and every one of you. I am blessed beyond all
measure.
The fall seems far away, but I am already addressing what it will take
to re-open our doors, protect one another, and find normalcy within
a new rhythm. I pledge to find the balance in keeping you updated
(without inundating you) as things progress and new guidelines are
made known to us. Unknowns are frustrating, but we’ll navigate
them together with the Lord as our Strength and our Guide. Allow
me to close this final letter of the 2019-2020 school year by simply
saying that you are loved by Jesus, by me, by the teachers/pastors/
staff members, and by your St. John’s family. I pray all of that love
fuels you to share with others what this school means to you. Our
family has room to grow and good news to share! Thank you for
being a St. John’s Eagle. May God bless you and keep you.
In joyful service, Mrs. Dolan

Material Drop-Off

Drive-In Graduation

It’s time for families to sign
up for a slot to drop-off
your school-owned
Chromebook, charger,
textbooks, library books,
and other materials. Please go to SignUpGenius
to review the available slots on Wed, May 27th
and Thurs, May 28th and click on the button to
sign up. Thank you!

The entire school is invited
and encouraged to attend
a drive-in graduation to
honor our 8th graders!
Join us in the St.
John’s parking lot
on Thurs, May
28th at 7pm. Arrive
a little early to be
directed to your parking spot.

In accordance with Minnesota's current “Stay
Safe” order, just ONE family member will be
allowed into the school building for drop-off
and everyone should practice social
distancing. So this is not a time to bring your
children to say good-bye to the teachers. The
teachers will be coordinating other ways to
celebrate the end-of-the-year with students.
To assist you in gathering materials, the
teachers have created a checklist of things that
need to be returned to school. View your gradespecific checklist here and we’ll have a paper
copy for you to complete at school (you don’t
need to print).

We

Our 8th Grade Graduates!

Baby pictures, field trips, school plays, athletics,
and more. Take a look at the wonderful memories
in the 8th grade class video.

In accordance with Minnesota's current “Stay
Safe” order, all participants MUST remain within
their own vehicles the entire time and follow
guidelines provided by MDH, including staying
home if sick.
All 8th graders received a kit to decorate their
cars, and other school families are encouraged to
decorate their cars, too. The graduation will
conclude with a car parade led by our school bus.
So let’s show our school spirit!
See the graduation program at the end of this
newsletter, as well as a diagram of the parking lot
plan.

Previous Announcements (so important we are communicating again)…
Tuition Assistance for 2020/21 - applications due June 15th
In light of COVID-19, we know some have been affected by job
loss or job change. The Board of Education is committed to
providing as much tuition assistance as possible for the 2020/21
school year so everyone can continue their education at our
wonderful school. We encourage families to apply for
Kindergarten-8th grade tuition assistance, and those
applications are due to TADS by June 15, 2020.
Here’s what to do:
1. Go to https://www.mytads.com/ and log in with your existing account or create a new account if
you are a first-time user. First you'll select Minnesota from the dropdown, then Corcoran from the
city dropdown, then our school should be the only option.
2. Complete the information as requested, including:
• Ensuring that your 2020 estimates accurately reflect any recent changes in income.
• Uploading a letter of special circumstances if you feel that the additional context would help
admins and auditors better understand the numbers.
3. After June 15th and after TADS has assessed need, we will communicate your tuition amount for the
2020/21 school year.
If you have already submitted a 2020/21 tuition assistance application in TADS, you may email any
updates regarding your financial situation to TADS-support@communitybrands.com. Be sure to include
the following:
• The reference number of your application in the subject line of the email.
• Details about specific changes in your financial situation in the body of the email:
• What job/business have been lost/closed?
• What are the new 2020 estimates for any sources of income that have been impacted?
• Any supporting documents (including letters of special circumstances) should be uploaded directly to
your TADS account. This should be done IN ADDITION to sending the email.
If you have questions, call TADS' parent support line at 612-548-3320 or contact Suzanne Haag
(suzanne.haag@stjlutheran.org) or Joe Koehler (joedkoehler@hotmail.com).

VBS Cancelled

Re-Enroll for 2020/21

We regret to inform you that Vacation
Bible School has been cancelled for this
summer due to COVID-19. It saddens us
to do this because many look forward to
this week of ministry to share in God's
love and word.

We need your help planning for
next year, so please re-enroll now!
You may re-enroll in two simple
steps:
1. Complete the online e-enrollment form
https://forms/gle.HHrVvUY7Vsyscfv6
2. Pay the $249 registration fee (and pay the 1st month's
tuition if you are re-enrolling in PreK). You may pay
with a check payable to St. John's Lutheran School or
online at stjlutheranschool.org/PayNow

Previous Announcements (so important we are communicating again)…
PTL Board Nominations for 2020/21 School Year
PTL is a great way to support our school, get-to-know other
parents, and have some fun! Dads are encouraged to be
part of PTL, too! You can find out more about PTL on the
school website under Activities, PTL – or ask a current PTL
member including president Christie Gordon 612-819-8855
(call or text).
Nominations are now open for the Parent Teacher League Board for 2020/21 school year. Open
positions include: Vice President, Treasurer, Fundraising Chair, and Advisory Board – descriptions are
below. Please consider nominating yourself or someone else. Simply email tcjgordon@comcast.net BY
SUNDAY, MAY 31st. Names will be drawn to fill positions at the June PTL meeting.
Vice President: One-year term, then automatically moves into President position. Assists President
when needed. Works closely with President on planning budget, calendar & events. If President is
absent, VP will take over all duties. Expected to host or co-host at least one event and participate in
FUNDay.
Treasurer: Two-year term. Receives and tracks all receipts and expenditures of PTL. Presents a
statement of the account at each meeting, once a month.
Fundraising Chair: One- (or more) year term. Supervise and delegate responsibilities relating to all
fundraising events. Closely work with the FUNDay Committees. Be actively involved with FUNDay.
Liaison between PTL and FUNDay Committee. Seek new fundraising ideas. Available to assist
whomever is hosting a fundraising event by answering questions, finding answers and just overall
support. Gives reports and summaries at PTL meetings of all Fundraising events.
Advisory Board: One- (or more) year term. Minimum of 5 and maximum of 10 non-voting members
who are actively involved in meetings and assist with events as needed.
Also, if you have suggestions for PTL next year, please email to tcjgordon@comcast.net. Thanks!

The following pages feature next week’s Learn. Pray. Grow.
as well as flyers for St. John’s and other community events

Drive-In Graduation
Parking Lot Plan

•

Of course this is not to scale, but gives you an idea
Park your cars facing the cemetery, in every other parking spot to create social distance
Graduates will have a parking spot reserved for them in the front row
If needed, overflow parking in the small lot across CR-101 and down Mystique Drive
Please use the restroom before coming as we would prefer no one enters the building
In accordance with Minnesota's current “Stay Safe” order, all participants MUST remain within
their own vehicles the entire time and follow guidelines provided by MDH, including staying
home if sick.
Decorate your cars and join us for a car parade upon the conclusion of graduation
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Information about free meals, childcare, and local resources

