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“Learning and Living as
God’s Baptized Children”

Calendar
of Events
TOMORROW, 12/4
Chapel at 8:15 a.m.
Live Stream online
FUN FIRST FRIDAY!

Spirit Day Theme: Pajama Day!

Tues, 12/8
Band Day

Thurs, 12/10 OR Fri, 12/11
Report Cards go home in your
child’s folder

Fri, 12/11
Chapel at 8:15 a.m.

Spirit Day Theme: Wear Christmas
Colors!

Tues, 12/15
ALL BOOKS RETURNED TO THE
LIBRARY
Band Day
Upcoming…
CHRISTMAS BREAK: Monday,
December 21 – Friday, January 1

Mrs. Dolan

“Fun First Friday”…and a nod
to Charles Schultz
Dear Families,
Each FIRST Friday of the month means there’s a special “treat”
in store for our students! We often make it a surprise, but we
also know that you may enjoy a sneak peek into what we have
planned. Tomorrow everyone will wear their pajamas, enjoy a
little treat, and sit back during lunch for a short viewing of “A
Charlie Brown Christmas”. This selection was not made
arbitrarily.
In honor of a native Minnesotan born in
Minneapolis, this is a special treasure to share with our
students! It also focuses on our Christian reason for celebrating
Christmas. A bit of history for you…
On Dec. 9, 1965, “A
Charlie
Brown
Christmas” debuted.
The special garnered
glowing reviews. And
half
the
United
States tuned in....The
next year, “A Charlie
Brown Christmas”
received a Peabody Award, as well as an Emmy Award for
Outstanding Children's Program... Charles Schulz insisted on one
core purpose: “A Charlie Brown Christmas” had to be about
something. Namely, the true meaning of Christmas.
Otherwise, Schulz said, “Why bother doing it?” Mendelson
(producer-director) asked Schulz whether he was sure he
wanted to include Biblical text in the special. The cartoonist's
response, Mendelson recalls: "If we don't do it, who will?"
Mrs. Dolan’s Letter continues on the next page…

“Fun First Friday”…and a nod to Charles Schultz cont.
To Coca-Cola's credit, Mendelson says, the corporate sponsor never balked at the idea of including New
Testament passages. Neither, he says, did the network execs. The result — Linus's reading from the
Book of Luke about the meaning of the season — became "the most magical two minutes in all of TV
animation," the producer says.” (source: Michael Cavna for The Washington Post 2011)
I wonder if we’ve landed on a new St. John’s tradition!? As someone who worked with the producers
of the show quipped: "As with any great piece of art, as many times that you see it, you take away
something new. The humor, the heart, the laughter and the tears.”
In Joyful Service,
Mrs. Dolan

Minnesota Department of Health has
updated the Covid-19 Decision Tree
for People in Schools. It can be found
at the end of this newsletter.

READ THIS NEW VERSION!
It will clarify information about
testing, isolating, and when students
can return to school.

With state numbers rising, it will take the
cooperation of everyone to keep us in
person these next two weeks. We want
to err on the side of caution as much as
possible. We ask that you be extremely
cautious and diligent about any symptoms
of illness your child may exhibit even if it
appears the symptoms are not COVIDrelated. Please call the school prior to
sending your child to school if they exhibit
ANY symptoms. It is important to know
about symptoms right away as that
determines the window of exposure for
others. If your child exhibits symptoms
over the weekend, please email the
secretary at secretary@stjlutheran.org.
Mrs.
Anderson
is
monitoring
communication daily.

Spirit Day on Friday, December 11
For this Spirit Day wear Christmas Colors like red
and green! Wear as much of these colors as you
can find. Christmas is getting closer – let’s
celebrate the season!
Watch for Spirit Day announcements in the newsletter every week.

Intramurals

Eagle Pride: Mr. Koosman

As an update regarding intramural sports for
grades 5-8, please note that all sports have been
put “on pause” per the most recent executive
order 20-99 by Gov. Walz as follows: “Organized
Youth Sports organizations and programs must
stop all in-person activities—including practices,
group workouts, games, and tournaments.” The
school board will continue to monitor upcoming
executive orders and related MSHSL guidelines in
decision-making about when intramurals may
begin.

The End of Term was November 24. Teachers
are working to finalize grades and comments.
Report Cards will be going home on
Thursday, December 10 or Friday, December
11, depending on what day your child’s folder
regularly goes home this year.

Return Library Books
Our students have enjoyed the opportunity to
read books from the school library the last few
months. We will not be checking out anymore
books until we come back to school after
Christmas break. This will give our librarian an
opportunity to enter new books and check in
with classes on books they want to see in
January. Please have all library books returned
by December 15th. The librarian will be sending
out emails next week to let parents know what
books their children have at home. Remember,
books make wonderful Christmas gifts! If you
would like suggestions on new series or books
for your students feel free to email your teachers
or our school librarian, Mrs. Woodgate, for
ideas. Thank you and have a Merry Christmas!

We want to say a big THANK YOU to our 2nd
Grade teacher, Mr. Koosman! Thank you, Mr.
Koosman, for the time and effort you put in to
teaching the 2nd graders every day! We
appreciate the work that you do to help them
grow academically and spiritually. The students
enjoy having you for a teacher! Thank you for all
the hands-on activities you plan for the 2nd
graders, like fun science and art projects. We are
so proud of the success the 2nd graders are
having with Lexia this year; thank you for
encouraging them to grow and succeed!

(While we will only feature one person or group each week in this
Eagle Pride section, we are proud of our ENTIRE Eagle family.)

Chapel Services
Join us for Live Stream Chapel services at 8:15
a.m. on Friday. You can watch the Chapel service
online (just like the students at school) by going
to this link:
https://www.facebook.com/STJLutheran/
Learn.Pray.Grow for next week can be found at
the end of the newsletter…

Quick! Shop while you can!

It’s the last week to shop at
St. John’s Spirit Wear Store!

Orders will arrive before Christmas.
Click on the link to visit the
store website:
https://stjlspiritwear.logoshop.com
(While we will only feature one person or group each week in this
Eagle Pride section, we are proud of our ENTIRE Eagle family.)

Items available:
Beanies
Sweatshirts
Hats
Polos
Long sleeved shirts
Full Zip Hoodies

COVID-19 Decision Tree for People in Schools, Youth, and Child Care Programs
Follow the appropriate path if a child, student, or staff person is experiencing the following symptoms consistent with COVID-19:
• More common: fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher; new cough or a cough that gets worse; difficulty/hard time breathing; new loss of taste or smell.
• Less common: sore throat; nausea; vomiting; diarrhea; chills; muscle pain; extreme fatigue/feeling very tired; new severe/very bad headache; new nasal congestion/stuffy or
runny nose.

For people with
ONE
“less common”
symptom

Evaluate symptom and determine if
person is well enough to stay in school or
program.

Well enough to attend or stay in school or
program.

Siblings and all others who live in the
house DO NOT need to go home or stay
home.

Send the ill person home. Consider an evaluation
from a doctor/health care provider and/or getting
a COVID-19 test.

For people with
ONE
“more common”
symptom
OR at least TWO
“less common”
symptoms

Person must stay home or is sent
home.

Siblings and all others
who live in the house
must stay home or are
sent home.

Evaluation from a doctor/health care provider
and/or gets a COVID-19 test for symptom(s)

Does not seek evaluation
from doctor/health care
provider or get a COVID-19
test.

Receives
positive
COVID-19 test
result

Person with
symptom returns
to school or
program 24 hours
after symptom
improves.

Siblings and all
others who live
in the house
return to school
or program.

Receives negative COVID-19 test result OR
alternative diagnosis

Siblings and others who live in the house must stay home
and stay away from all activities for at least 14 days
(quarantine) after last contact with the person with
COVID-19.

Must stay at home and away from others who live in the house (isolation) for at least 10 days from the time symptoms started and until symptoms have improved and they have
no fever for 24 hours without using fever-reducing medications. If they have no symptoms but test positive, they must stay home for 10 days, counting from the day they were
tested.

For people who are a close
contact with someone who
tested positive for
COVID-19.
A close contact is ANY person who
lives in the same household as a
person who tested positive for
COVID-19 OR someone who has
been within about 6 feet of a person
who has COVID-19 for a total of 15
minutes or more throughout the
course of a day (24 hours).

Stay home from ALL ACTIVITIES for at least 14
days (quarantine) since last contact with the
person who tested positive.
Get tested at least 5 days after the last contact
with the person who tested positive.
Even if their test result is negative, they must
stay home for the full 14 days before returning
to school, program, or any other activities.
Siblings and all others who live with the person
who is the close contact DO NOT need to stay
home

If the person who
is a close contact
develops
symptoms and/or
has a positive
test result.

Must stay at home away from others (isolation) as much
as possible for at least 10 days starting from the day
they were tested (if no symptoms) or starting from the
time their symptoms started and until their symptoms
have improved and they have not had a fever for 24
hours (without using fever-reducing medications).

Siblings and all others who live in the house NOW must stay home (quarantine)
and stay away from all activities for at least 14 days, counting from their last
contact with their household member who has symptoms or has tested positive
for COVID-19.

Minnesota Department of Health | health.mn.gov | 651-201-5000 | 625 Robert Street North PO Box 64975, St. Paul, MN 55164-0975
Contact health.communications@state.mn.us to request an alternate format. | Updated 11/5/2020

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
LEARN. PRAY. GROW.
The Second Week of Advent: Dec 6-12, 2020

Bible Verse
3rd gr+

[Cast] all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.
Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
Seeking someone to devour.
(1 Peter 5:7-8)
The Lord’s Prayer

PreK+

2. Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
1st gr+ The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer,
but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

2nd gr+

Sun

How does God’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes
when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit,
so that by His grace we believe His holy Word
And lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

…for all who attend the Divine Service today, that they may be fed with His Word and Sacrament
…for all who do not know the joy of the Resurrection, that they hear and believe the Gospel

Mon

…for all who begin a new week of work, for the unemployed, for our government, and for our teachers and
students who begin a new week of school

Tues

…for rescue from temptation and sin, for repentance for those who have fallen away, for the guilty to be
comforted with the Gospel

Wed

…for all husbands&wives, for all parents&children, that all families may live in peace according to God’s Word

Thu

…for our Church, our pastors, our teachers, for our missionaries, for all who serve and volunteer at St. John’s

Fri

…for all who preach Christ crucified this weekend, for Christians who are persecuted, for all who are sick &
dying

Sat

… for the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith to the End, for our hearts to be ready to hear God’s Word at the
Divine Service tomorrow

Isaiah 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 11:2-11

Church Hymn of the Day “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” (LSB 345)
School Hymn of the Month “Savior of the Nations, Come” (LSB 332)

Faith comes to us by God’s grace alone. “By His grace we believe His holy word”. All praise and thanks be to
God that even faith is not up to my reason or strength. After all, right now I am feeling pretty weak and my
reason and intellect are awfully limited. I’m sure you feel the same way. This year has been a l ong and
exhausting year. No matter whether it is work, school, family, or even our church-life things that used to be
easy and a given are taxing, a struggle, maybe even impossible. Trying to add one more thing to the “to-do”
list leaves us feeling totally defeated, completely incapable, like total failures.
Thankfully we have a supreme and gracious God whose kingdom is not one of adding burdens to our already
heavy loads. His kingdom is one of Grace, the forgiveness of sins, the preaching of the Word. And by His
grace He imparts the faith to believe that Word. Faith is not one more chore, one more thing to wrap your
mind around, one more task to get done. Faith is a gift created by God’s Holy Spirit through the Word itself,
and faith clings to the Words and Promises of God.
In a time when we are stressed and anxious, burdened and tired, this is a great and comforting thought. Our
Lord is working to save us, to create and nourish faith. He makes promises and He keeps them. He forgives
and He grants the faith to trust in that Word of Forgiveness. So let us hear more and more of His Word. It’s
not a burden, it removes burdens. It’s not a task, it is rest from all our labors. It is not one more thing to
figure out for ourselves, it is a word of peace and comfort and joy.
Gaudete! Rejoice!
Pastor Moss

