
Dear Families,

Staying close to home over MEA break? There’s plenty of fall fun right in our own backyard! A
few days away from the usual school routine offer a wonderful opportunity to explore
somewhere new, revisit a family favorite, or simply enjoy being together. From apple orchards
to nature walks, here are a few ideas for making some sweet memories close to home.

Add a little apple adventure! Looking to visit an orchard beyond your usual favorites? Here are
three nearby options worth exploring:

Deer Lake Orchard in Buffalo combines fresh apples with farm animals, a corn pit, wagon
rides, and other fall activities (this is our personal family favorite). Pick-your-own apples
have finished for the season, but apples are available in the store, and the orchard has
announced that all activities will be open during MEA, October 14–16.
LuceLine Orchard in Watertown offers farm animals, corn mazes, hayrides, and apple treats.
For an extra dose of fun, the Teddy Bear Band will perform tomorrow, Friday, October 16! 

Pick the perfect pumpkin. Dehn’s Pumpkins in nearby Dayton offers a corn maze, corn pit,
inflatable slide, and pumpkins for your front porch. Special MEA hours begin at 9 a.m. on both
Thursday, October 15, and Friday, October 16. 

Take the scenic route. Pack a snack, pull on a sweatshirt, and head outside to enjoy God’s
beautiful creation. Try Fish Lake Regional Park in Maple Grove, French Regional Park in
Plymouth, or Crow-Hassan Park Reserve near Rogers (another prsonal fave). Sometimes a little
fresh air and an unhurried conversation are just what everyone needs.

Meet up for playground time. Invite a school family to meet at a local park to play. Bring a
thermos of hot chocolate and a few snacks, and give the kids time to enjoy their friends while
the grown-ups catch up, too!

Make a short drive for more fall fun. Fresh Acres in Monticello offers corn mazes, a pumpkin
patch, wagon rides, a petting zoo, inflatables, and more. Its special MEA hours are 10 a.m.–6
p.m. on October 15–16.

Whether your break includes an orchard outing or pancakes in pajamas, we hope these days
bring your family laughter, rest, and time to reconnect. Some of the sweetest childhood
memories begin with a simple, “Let’s do something together.”

A LITTLE FALL FUN, CLOSE TO HOME
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https://www.deerlakeorchard.com/
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Parents, don’t forget that there is NO
SCHOOL OR ESP from Thursday, October
15-Monday, October 19.

Tuesday, October 20  will begin with a 2-
hour delayed start. This means

th

Our bus will still run, but it will be 2
hours later than usual.
School doors will open at 9:30am.
Students will NOT be allowed inside
prior to this time.
Breakfast will be served from 9:30-
9:55am.
School begins at 10am, and students will
be counted as tardy if they arrive after
this time. The afternoon bus and ESP
will continue as usual that afternoon.

NO SCHOOL MONDAY &
DELAYED START

                        Handwriting: Do We Really 
                     Need to Practice it?

Yes! Handwriting is important in several
ways to students and adults alike. But don’t
take my word for it. It’s a researched fact.
The National Institutes for Health (February
2025) shares, “Handwriting is a foundational
motor and cognitive act that directly
strengthens letter recognition, phonics, and
reading comprehension by activating shared
neural pathways in the brain.” There is a lot
of information there, but let me restate. The
act of actually writing, with a pencil or pen is
very important as students learn to connect
sounds to letters and meanings to words.
The Neural pathways that are made by the
motion of pencil on paper, cannot be
duplicated by keyboard typing or even a
stylus on a tablet.

What can you do to help your child with
handwriting? Strengthen those fingers and
hand muscles! Here are some ideas

Playdough! Create shapes. Hide beads in
it for your child to pick out. Squeezing
the dough strengthens hand muscles.
Playdough is also a great media for
learning to use a scissor or a fork and
knife. 
Stringing beads, cereal, popcorn and
berries for a Christmas tree. Also, lacing
cards. For older kids, yarn and plastic
mesh, any type of stitching or latch hook
projects.
Poking food with a toothpick (cheese
cubes, sausage or fruit/veggie pieces)

THE GIFFORD GUIDE Pinching items. Do you have pony or
perler beads? Have your child sort them
with a tweezer by color. 
Awareness. Help your child to be aware
of their pencil grasp and correct letter
formation. We are working on these
skills at school, you can help your child
at home too.

One last thing. Pencil grasp. As teachers, we
see very creative ways to hold a pencil or
pen. Does it matter? Yes! It does. See this
article for more information: Parents, we
need more decorated vehicles for Trunk or
Treat on Saturday, October 24. Take a
moment now to register to attend and
provide a decorated trunk.  
Need more pointers for helping with
handwriting at home? Ask your child’s
teacher or contact Mrs. Gifford. 

https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
https://www.medbridge.com/blog/identifying-pencil-grasp-style-why-it-matters
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                        Nourishing God’s Creation

During Wellness Month, we’re reminded that
our bodies are gifts from God—and caring for
them is one way we can honor that gift.

Wellness isn’t about perfection or following
the latest trend; it’s about making intentional
choices that help us feel our best, have
energy for the things we enjoy, and allow us
to fully live out the purpose God has given us.
 
Here are some simple ways to prioritize your
wellness in His glory:

Eat a nourishing, protein-forward
breakfast for kickstarting energy
Bring a water bottle with you wherever
you go (and fill it!!) to stay hydrated
throughout the day
Get outside for a family walk or a stop at
a playground, meet with friends or family
to play a sport, get to that exercise class
you enjoy, or do some stretching by the
fireplace in the evening 
Prioritize downtime with a good book
 Set a consistent bedtime to give your
body the quality sleep and restorative
time it needs to function at its best

“Or do you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? For you were bought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s” — 1 Corinthians
6:19-20

THE EAGLE BOOST May your family cultivate wellness through
nourishing it with wholesome foods, joyful
movement, bountiful rest, and God’s word.

—The Wellness Committee

Parents, we need more decorated vehicles
for Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 24.
Take a moment now to register to attend
and provide a decorated trunk. 

TRUNKS NEEDED!

Wellness Month has been SO. MUCH. FUN.
And we still have the rest of October to
enjoy it and keep learning.  Volunteer spots
are still available, so check out our Sign Up
Genius and select a slot or two. 

WELLNESS MONTH CONTINUES

Grandparents Day is Friday, November 13 .
Take a moment now to RSVP, even if your
child will NOT have a special guest.
Additional info can be found on the RSVP
form and in next week’s newsletter.

th
GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Per our school dress code, shorts are not
allowed until April 15, 2027. 

NO MORE SHORTS

Parent/teacher conferences K-8th students
will be taking place beginning Tuesday,
October 20  and continuing through the
30 .  Look for direct communication from
your child’s teacher regarding signups and
more info. 

th

th

K-8TH CONFERENCES

PACK THE GYM NIGHT - TUESDAY, OCT. 20  - SPECIAL 8  GRADE
ATHLETE RECOGNITION - FUN STARTS AT 3:15PM

TH TH

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DA5A82FA1FDC43-65636933-stjl?useFullSite=true
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DA5A82FA1FDC43-65636933-stjl?useFullSite=true
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BA5A928A3FC1-66151793-october#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BA5A928A3FC1-66151793-october#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lkQ5I8fAhgu2fEt5m2QnlsFz4qbM263jEfBbC-wnN9s/edit
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Mark your calendars now for Tuesday,
October 27  becasue you’re going to want
to attend our special parent information
night!

th

This year, our Wellness Committee will be
discussing the topic of rasing healthy
children in the world of technology and AI.
It’s sure to be an informative and
interesting evening!

PARENT INFO NIGHT!

Deck the halls while supporting our 6th–8th
grade students as they raise funds for their
8th grade Washington, D.C., trip! Orders are
due October 30, so order soon from a
participating student or stop by the table at
the church entrance between services on
Sunday, October 25.

Orders will be delivered Sunday, November
22. Checks should be payable to St. John’s
Lutheran School and may be submitted
when ordering or at pickup. 

To place an order 
1.  Connect with a participating student
2.  See the front office
3.  Visit the table on Sunday, Oct. 25

For questions, please see the included flyers
or contact Stephanie Thompson at
slvthompson@gmail.com. Thank you for
supporting our students!

BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS
GREENERY AVAILABLE

Mark your calendar now and plan to join us
at Noodles & Co. (Main St., Maple Grove) on
Wednesday, October 28  anytime from
4:00-8:00pm. 20% of applicable sales will
come back to us, so let’s see if we can beat
our Chipotle amount!!

th

WE’LL SEE YOU AT NOODLES!

Student Council is hosting a middle school
dance for all 5th-8  graders during Trunk
or Treat (3-4:30pm Saturday, October 24th).

th

Tickets are $2 each and will be available to
purchase beginning Tuesday, October 20 .
Appropriate costumes are welcome!

th

MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE
DURING TRUNK OR TREAT!

Join us for an evening of dinner, meaningful
connection, and exciting silent and live
auctions as we come together to celebrate
and support our St. John’s Church and
School community. As one of our most
anticipated events of the year, this special
night is truly made by your presence. Mark
your calendars now! 

Save the Date: November 13, 2026
5:00 PM | Rush Creek Golf Club 

GATHER, CELEBRATE & GIVE
BACK AT THE ST. JOHN’S GALA!

Slow Road Photo will be here again on
Wednesday, October 28  for re-takes. If
you would like your child to participate,
please email the front office at
secretary@stjlutheran.org ASAP.

th

PICTURE RETAKES
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Arrange your childcare
now & plan to attend
our Parent Info Night

on the 27th!

Friday, October 16
NO SCHOOL/NO ESP

Monday, October 19
NO SCHOOL/NO ESP

Tuesday, October 20: 2-Hour Delay
9:30am Doors open
10am School begins
3:15pm Pack the Gym Night!!!

Special 8  grade athlete recognitionth

3:30pm A & B soccer practice
3:45pm A volleyball home vs. Redeemer
7pm Board of Education meeting

Wednesday, October 21
7am Student Council meeting
3:30pm C soccer scrimmage
3:30pm Cross country practice

Thursday, October 22 - Sports Dress Up Day
4:15pm B volleyball vs. Trinity Waconia
4:15pm V soccer at TLO
5:15pm A volleyball vs. Trinity Waconia

Friday, October 23
8:15am Chapel
3:30pm A volleyball game (TBD)

Saturday, October 24
Cross country Nationals
3pm Middle school dance & Trunk or
Treat

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS COMING SOON
Mark your calendars now with 
these important dates

October 27: Parent Night - Healthy Kids
& Tech. in a World of AI

October 28: Picture Re-Take Day

October 30: Dress Your Best Day

November 4: StuCo meeting

November 5: Wellness Com. meeting

November 6: 8  grade handbells playing
in chapel

th

November 8: 8  grade handbells playing
at 10:30am Divine Service

th
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OCTOBER 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

This calendar is meant to be helpful;  it is NOT the official school
calendar. The official school calendar is located on our website.

Notes

Athletic practices and events may be found HERE. 

StuCo = Student Council; DS = Divine Service

Be on the lookout for numerous November events, including

Grandparents Day
St. John’s Annual Gala
Preschool Pilgrim Program
End of Term 1
Thanksgiving Break

Oct. 5 Oct. 6 Oct. 7 Oct. 8 Oct. 9 Oct. 10Oct. 4

Oct. 12 Oct. 13 Oct. 14 Oct. 15 Oct. 16Oct. 11

Chapel

28 29 30 Oct. 2 Oct. 327

MAP testing
continues

Chipotle
fundraiser

Feast of St.
Michael DS

Chapel
5th-8th
singing

Oct. 1

Oct. 17

5th-8th
singing at
10:30am
service

PS Field trip
to Dehn’s

Mid-Term

Chapel
K-4th
singing

K-4th
singing at

8am service PTL Meeting

NO
SCHOOL/

NO ESP

NO
SCHOOL/

NO ESP

NO
SCHOOL/

NO ESP
BOE Meeting

Picture Re-
Take Day

Noodles & Co.
Fundraiser

2nd/3rd
Field Trip

MONOCHRO-
MATIC DAY!

Reformation
Day

10am
Start

Trunk or
Treat &
Middle
School
Dance

SPORTS
DAY!

Parent Night -
Special

Presentation

DRESS
YOUR BEST

DAY!

StuCo Mtg.

Pack the
Gym Night

https://www.stjlutheranschool.org/calendar/
https://www.stjlutheranschool.org/calendar/
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9:30am
8:00 & 10:30am

9:30am

Join us for worship each Sunday at 
St. John's Lutheran Church!

Divine Service                              
Adult Bible study   
Sunday school  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIPSTJL BOARD OF EDUCATION
The St. John’s Lutheran School Board of
Education consists of the the following:

Chairperson: Bonnie Radintz
Vice Chair: Jim Peterson
Deacon: Gary Volberding
Deacon: Stu Glock
Deacon: Davey Kulberg
Secretary: Brenna Koehler
Candace Fisher
Grant Birznieks
Krista Anderson
Ex officio: Kristen Skura
Ex officio: Tori Kuehne

Board meetings are held the third
Tuesday of each month at 7pm. 

BOE agendas and approved minutes are
available in FACTS.

WHERE DO I FIND...?
FACTS family portal (Use code SJL-MN)
School calendars
Hot lunch menu
ESP sign up
Continuous Connection survey
STJ Staff Shout Out form
St. John’s Evangelical  Lutheran
Church

QUICK REFERENCE 
ESP questions? Contact
Kayla.Harken@stjlutheran.org. 

Report absences, early dismissals, and
late arrivals to
attendance@stjlutheranschool.org

Share your STJ pictures for use in the
yearbook and social media to
pictures@stjlutheranschool.org

Request library book holds, ask our
librarians questions, or request a new
book to library@stjlutheran.org

Volunteer to help in the library by
clicking HERE. 

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US!

OUR MISSION
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran School & Preschool is to nurture young people

through God’s Word, sound Lutheran doctrine and worship, and a strong academic
foundation. Our goal is to equip students to lead their lives as God’s baptized children

in this world and to carry out Christ’s command to “make disciples of all nations.”
(Matthew 28:19)

https://www.facebook.com/stjleagles
https://www.instagram.com/stjleagles/
https://www.stjlutheranchurch.org/default.asp?sec_id=180011894
https://sis.factsmgt.com/accounts/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Faccounts%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DfamilyPortalCode%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsis.factsmgt.com%252Ffamily-portal%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520familyPortalUserInfo%2520familyPortalUserConfig%2520offline_access%2520ftApi%26code_challenge%3DSIR23NrR_rrmqWJ51LKjjfgRx8EXXXuE4s1evr9Gdss%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D639053135449990656.MGMwZGM2ZjMtMGY5OC00OTY3LWIzMmEtYzFjMjMzYzIyZTY2ZjdkNGQ3NjAtMDU3MC00ZjFjLTlmYWUtNGYxMDkwNjE1OTI4%26state%3DCfDJ8Lq1N5Cgm6tFnilnlNGlkcGIhWYUxPRqbWo95Z8iZmz7NZQAVS8sHzzuQsJ6jj6qixMC0Gl3yHxCEYDcpUsAxpwms7eZ8Cdg-IMvSoEfuvBveKLA9Tph05vPt_cB1qi01G3oY8TP9UzgMvSlpJAz6TFgZWe9GPy13uv5MKMxzFOqoCHwnDGV5tZ9vwJ8DY2LKU6sTYZHquJhgKKJ5N5f0gg65iITXVK2TBnYa_e24_TYL2GiAOGery2FnbBsQoevPwMpg-jahzjxEIe1oG-yDN9QWCHAoknW-C9btV4oUu0xZ6I0XBjPolEMAFfiq6bkO2NEU-S8vB79E0_QsaXuU2xSATY8DRMMMtO42dAxkL-m5LsofPYbmTFmSPfPF-3LzgNt5fBoR48JstwjeVr7GwCowdOX8H2E8czaZcdoaPqug3BUAjllPpDLMa7LQDd9wVXQEFQIi4-JpXc7_t_XLFUjttj1zssJsL5vvpebo07bgTgWaF_3QsJDrESv5SfS_g%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET9_0%26x-client-ver%3D8.15.0.0
https://www.stjlutheranschool.org/calendar/
https://www.stjlutheranschool.org/lunch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/93D73D90FA0C8EDC71-esp20262027#/
https://forms.gle/UCPrcosXfyT3U98b9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/145mQ0UZsWsDqYs6tjxouEyosTemiX8ocFwh_ZORxf4U/edit
https://www.stjlutheranchurch.org/default.asp?sec_id=180011894
https://www.stjlutheranchurch.org/default.asp?sec_id=180011894
https://www.stjlutheranchurch.org/default.asp?sec_id=180011894
https://www.stjlutheranchurch.org/default.asp?sec_id=180011894
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BA5A928A3FC1-65267081-school#/






October 28, 2026
4-8 pm

St. John’s Lutheran 
School*In-restaurant or online ordering only through the Noodles Rewards app, or Noodles.com/Order. 

Valid for pickup, delivery and in-restaurant. Not valid for call-in orders. Please enter offer code at 
checkout online or men�on the organiza�on when ordering in-person. Cannot be combined with 
other offers or discounts.

Visit your nearest Noodles & Company location at
Maple Grove 7840 Main St, Maple Grove, MN 55369

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL  
LEARN. PRAY. GROW. 

The Twentieth Week after Trinity: Oct 18 - 24, 2026 

 
 Classic Bible Memory for Primary Grades 

K + Genesis 1:1- In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
Hebrews 1:3b- [Jesus] upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

 The Apostles’ Creed: The First Article, Part 1 of 2 

PreK+ I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

  1st  gr+ What does this mean? 
1.  I believe that God has made me and all creatures;  
    that He has given me my body and soul, 
    Eyes, ears, and all my members, 
    My reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
2. He also gives me clothing and shoes, 
    Food and drink, house and home, wife and children, 
    Land, animals, and all I have. 
 
Catechism Bible Verse 

3rd gr. + Psalm 19:1- The heavens declare the glory of God, 
And the sky above proclaims His handiwork.  

 

Sun …for all who attend the Divine Service today, that they may be fed with His Word and Sacrament 
…for all who do not know the joy of the Resurrection, that they hear and believe the Gospel 

Mon …for all who begin a new week of work, for the unemployed, for our government, & for our teachers & 
students who begin a new week of school 

Tues …for rescue from temptation and sin, for repentance for those who have fallen away, for the guilty to be 
comforted with the Gospel 

Wed …for all husbands and wives, for all parents and children, that all families may live in peace according to God’s 
Word 

Thu …for our Church, our pastors, our teachers, our missionaries, all who serve and volunteer at St. John’s 

Fri …for all who preach Christ crucified this weekend, for Christians who are persecuted, for all who are sick and dying 

Sat … for the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith to the End, for our hearts to be ready to hear God’s Word at the Divine Service 
tomorrow 



 

 

 Oct. 25 - Observing Reformation Day 
Revelation 14:6-7 - The Angel with an Eternal Gospel 
Romans 3:19-28 - The righteousness of God through Faith 
John 8:31-36 - The Son Will Set You Free 

 

 

 

 Church Hymn of the Day for Reformation Day - “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (LSB 555) 
School Hymn of the Month (Oct): “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (LSB 555) 
School Year Theme Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head” (LSB 647) 

 
 Here is a short order you may follow for family devotions around the dinner table or in the living room. 

 
Invocation - In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit - Amen.  
Recite - the Apostles’ Creed and the Learn-by-Heart Bible Verse & Catechism 
Read and Discuss - one of the Scripture readings from this past Sunday, from school, or the coming Sunday 
Pray - the Lord’s Prayer, Luther’s morning or evening prayers, and the topical prayers for the day of the week 
Sing a hymn - use one of the hymns from the past Sunday, the coming Sunday, or the school year 
Benediction 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C: Amen. 

Luther’s Morning & Evening Prayers 
 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; 
and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me,  
That the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; 
and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins​
where I have done wrong,  
and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things.  
Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen 
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	Volunteer to help in the library by clicking HERE.

	WHERE DO I FIND...?
	FACTS family portal (Use code SJL-MN)
	School calendars
	Hot lunch menu
	ESP sign up
	Continuous Connection survey
	STJ Staff Shout Out form
	St. John’s Evangelical  Lutheran Church

	BE SURE TO FOLLOW US!
	OUR MISSION
	The mission of St. John’s Lutheran School & Preschool is to nurture young people through God’s Word, sound Lutheran doctrine and worship, and a strong academic foundation. Our goal is to equip students to lead their lives as God’s baptized children in this world and to carry out Christ’s command to “make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19)


